Study Guide for The Tragedy of Othello, the Moor of Venice
Act 1

1. Where is the play set, and why might this be important?

2. Who are Othello’s admirers? Enemies? Why does each feel the way he/she does?

3. How does Desdemona fall for Othello?  How does the audience learn this?

4. By what epithet is Iago often called?  Why is this ironic?

5. What role does the Duke play? What advice does he offer Brabantio?

6. What advice does Iago give Roderigo at the end of the act?  

 Act 2

1.  How might the subplot of the Ottoman conflict and it’s resolution mimic the main plot?
2.  What reasons does Iago give in the latter part of Act IIi for wishing to betray Othello?
3.  What does Iago identify as Othello’s weakness?  Is this a racial stereotype?
4.  How does Iago engineer Cassio’s disgrace?  Is he successful?  What part does Roderigo play? 

5.  What is Iago’s view on reputation?  Are you sure?

 Act 3
1.  How does Iago manipulate Othello into suspecting Desdemona?
2.  What object becomes central to Iago’s plot to deceive Othello?
3.  What is “the ocular proof”?  What is ironic about Othello’s desire to have it?
4.  Who is Bianca?  How is she instrumental to the plot?

 Act 4
1.  How does Othello’s epilepsy contribute to the furthering of the plot?
2.  Why do you think Iago councils Othello to strangle, rather than poison Desdemona?
3.  Why do you think no one listens to Emilia?
4.  How does Desdemona’s song foreshadow what’s about to happen? 

Act 5
1.  Who fights at the beginning of the act?  Why?
2.  What remarkable thing does Desdemona do in 5.2?  
3.  Who betrays Iago in the end?
4.  Why, in your opinion, does Shakespeare present such a bleak story?  Against what is he cautioning his audience

A portion of these questions were developed by ( Kristen McDermott, CMU 2007-8 and used with her permission.
